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creatures doomed, for a time, to all the miseries
of a crowded hut; and at last, when tired of
their persons or unable to provide them with
sustenance, turning them adrift without a home,
a friend, or a meal. To the present day the
law against forced marriages is revered, and
no marriage contract can be deemed lawful
without the necessary form of inquiry by the
Maulvee, who, in the presence of witnesses,
demands of the young lady, " whether the con-
tract is by her own free will and consent ?"
This, however, I am disposed to think, in the
present age, is little else than a mere form of
" fulfilling the law," since the engagement is
made by the parents of both parties, the young-
couple being passive subjects to the parental ar-
rangement, for their benefit as they are assured.
The young lady, from her rigid seclusion, has
no prior attachment, and she is educated to be
" obedient to her husband." She is taught from
her earliest youth, to look forward to such
match as her kind parents may think proper to
provide for her; and, therefore, can have no
objection to accepting the husband selected